
ELLSWORTH COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 
  
MINUTES 
 
June 15, 2020 
 
The Board of Ellsworth County Commissioners convened this 15th day of June 2020 at the 
Ellsworth County Courthouse.  
 
     Members Present: 
     Dennis L. Rolfs, 1st District Commissioner  
     Kermit Rush, 2nd District Commissioner 

Stephen S. Dlabal, Jr, 3rd District Commissioner 
 

OPENING BUSINESS: 
 
Chairman Dlabal called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the Agenda with additions.  Commissioner Rolfs 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the Minutes for June 8, 2020.  Commissioner Dlabal 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM: 
 
Greg Bender, Commissioner candidate, was in attendance but did not ask to address the 
Commissioners.    
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Virginia Boots & Ronald Etchison, representing the Ellsworth County Council on Aging, 
presented the 2021 budget request for $29,000, an increase of $1,000 or 3.6%. 
 
Geneva Schneider, Ellsworth County Treasurer, presented the 2021 budget request for 
$167,678 an increase of $2,678 or 1.6%.   
 
Stacie Schmidt, Ellsworth County Economic Development Director, attended the telephone 
conference with the Department of Commerce last week for the CDBG grant, but she is waiting 
on some clarity before she proceeds with the application process for Ellsworth County.  Ms. 
Schmidt presented her 2021 budget request for $69,000, an increase of $9,000 or 15%.  Her job 
is essentially to bring money to Ellsworth County’s tax base.  This increase will help to market 
our community.  Ms. Schmidt wanted to assure the Commissioners that she was a good 
steward of the money she receives and will be using it for marketing. 



 
Joyce Kraus, representing the Wilson Heritage Museum, discussed the voyage the community 
has taken since they lost a plethora of history in the fire that destroyed the original museum.  
They have been extremely conservative but have been unable to pay their rent for two years 
and cannot showcase the items they want without some funding.  They are requesting $3,000 
for this year and $6,000 for the 2021 budget. 
 
Jeremiah Brown, EMS Director, presented the 2021 budget request for $539,800 and increase 
of $13,200 or 2.5%.  Mr. Brown said he will forget about purchasing a new ambulance for now 
since he must purchase the new cardiac monitors before February 2021.  Commissioners told 
Mr. Brown to continue to seek out grant money, but they will make a motion in December for 
the remainder of the bill to come out of the equipment reserve fund. 
 
Kerianne Ehrlich, Health Department Director, asked Commissioners if it was okay to order 
permanent barriers (sneeze guards) from Ralph Doubrava. Ms. Ehrlich said the COVID-19 relief 
grant should be able to pay for the barriers.  The Commissioners told Ms. Ehrlich that she could 
go ahead and make the purchase. 
 
Kristy Battershell, Ellsworth County District Court Clerk, wanted to introduce herself to the 
Commissioners.  She recently took Peggy Svaty’s place as the Ellsworth County District Court 
Clerk.  Ms. Battershell informed Commissioners she was from the Lyons area and had worked in 
the Judicial Branch for 20 years. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to appoint Amanda Weinhold as Columbia Township Trustee.  
Commissioner Rolfs seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Dlabal adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Shelly D. Vopat, County Clerk 

June 15, 2020 


