
ELLSWORTH COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 
  
MINUTES 
 
November 23, 2020 
 
The Board of Ellsworth County Commissioners convened this 23th day of November 2020 at the 
Ellsworth County Courthouse.  
 
     Members Present: 
     Dennis L. Rolfs, 1st District Commissioner  
     Kermit Rush, 2nd District Commissioner 

Stephen S. Dlabal, Jr, 3rd District Commissioner 
 

OPENING BUSINESS: 
 
Chairman Dlabal called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the Agenda.  Commissioner Dlabal seconded the 
motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the Minutes for November 16, 2020.  Commissioner 
Rolfs seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
PUBLIC FORUM: 
 
Greg Bender and Keith Haberer were in attendance but did not wish to address the 
Commissioners. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
 
Alan Rusch from the Ellsworth County Independent Reporter advised the Commissioners the 
newspaper is doing a signature page thanking the Health Care workers and asked if the 
Commissioners would like to include their signatures on this page. The Commissioners do want 
their signatures included for this newspaper page. There is no added cost for signatures to be 
included. 
 
Teresa Shure, Noxious Weed, Landfill & Recycling Supervisor, let the Commissioners know 
that the dozer is in the shop right now because there is a guide bar on the racks that broke off. 
Dale Houston, Road & Bridge, was unable to fix it so he hauled it to John Deere in Great Bend. 
Teresa is unsure of the cost to fix the dozer.  The spray truck is out of commission because the 
spray pump injectors are leaking.  Noxious Weed will be taking it to Wichita to be fixed by 
Fairbanks Equipment.  Fairbanks estimated the cost would be under $500.00 to fix.  
 



Kerianne Ehrlich, Health Department Director, told the Commissioners we have 215 total 
community cases (no ECF prisoners included) with 50 of those being active. Ellsworth County 
had 11 new active cases that tested positive over the weekend. She urges the community to 
stay at home if you do not feel well. Symptoms start to present as a head cold or sinus 
infection.  
 
Andrew Bair, Ellsworth County Medical Center (ECMC) CEO, said September was a pretty good 
month and the hospital is very busy.  He said Salina Regional Hospital beds are full. Both Hays 
and Hutchinson hospitals are also backed up due to an overflow of patients from Wichita 
hospitals. Some patients in Kansas are being transported out of state for care. 
 
Dale Houston, Road & Bridge Supervisor, presented two quotes for a new trailer. One from 
Berry Tractor in Wichita and one from Murphy Tractor in Great Bend. The Commissioners asked 
Dale to re-negotiate with the salesperson at Berry Tractor. They would like to see the price of 
the trailer come down a bit.  Commissioner Rush made a motion to go into executive session to 
discuss non-elected personnel wages with Dale Houston and Greg Bender from 10:37 a.m. to 
10:47 a.m.  At 10:47 the Commissioners returned to open session.  Commissioner Rush made a 
motion to return to executive session from 10:47 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  Commissioner Rolfs 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0.  At 11:00 a.m. the Commissioners returned to open 
session with no action taken. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Commissioner Rush moved to approve the 2021 holiday schedule.  Commissioner Rolfs 
seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Chief Halfhill, Anthony Hopkins and Paul Kasper, County Counselor, were in attendance for 
the Mask Mandate follow up. Commissioner Rush thinks the mask mandate should be left as 
we have it. Commissioner Rolfs also thought it should be left in place. If we did not have the 
mask mandate the Governor’s Order No 20-68 would go into effect on Wednesday, November 
25, 2020.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Chairman Dlabal adjourned the meeting at 11:15 a.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Shelly D. Vopat, County Clerk 

November 23, 2020 


